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OF 
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1952 


To: 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors,  Borough  of  Stratford- 
upon-A  von. 

The  Chairman  and  Councillors,  Rural  District  of  Stratford-on- 
Avon. 

The  Chairman  and  Councillors,  Rural  District  of  Alcester. 

The  Chairman  and  Councillors,  Rural  District  of  Shipston-on- 
Stour. 

It  is  hardly  ever  possible  to  demonstrate  any  major  progress 
during  the  course  of  a  single  public  health  year.  The  year  1952  saw 
a  lot  of  preliminary  work  done  on  projects  which  will  come  into 
being  in  later  years.  Mention  of  this  work  is  made  fully  in  the  body 
of  this  annual  report. 

Generally  speaking,  the  health  of  the  population  in  my  dis¬ 
tricts  have  been  good,  insofar  as  lack  of  any  abnormal  amount  of 
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infectious  disease  can  demonstrate  it.  Great  efforts  have  been  made 
in  the  past  to  eradicate  notifiable  disease  from  this  country,  and  the 
major  ones  at  the  present  time  no  longer  present  the  problems  they 
used  to  provide. 

In  rural  districts  the  Medical  Officer  is  particularly  concerned 
with  those  fundamental  necessities  of  a  happy  existence,  housing, 
water  and  sewerage,  and  I  deal  with  these  matters  and  these 
headings  at  greater  length. 


HOUSING 

All  my  Councils  have  made  worthy  efforts  to  build  Council 
houses  since  the  end  of  the  war,  but  the  pity  is  that  the  momentum 
of  building  could  not  have  been  more  speedy  before  the  present 
time.  My  Councils  are  greatly  concerned  at  the  present  cost  of 
providing  new  Council  houses,  so  much  so,  that  I  think  there  will 
be  a  tendency  to  ease  off  in  the  numbers  being  built.  The  cost  of 
building  new  houses  is  appalling,  but  I  hope  that  any  hold-up  will 
only  be  a  temporary  one,  since  the  need  for  new  houses  continues, 
and  the  number  of  old  houses  which  are  really  quite  unfit  to  live  in 
grows  year  by  year. 

A  solution  to  these  difficulties  is  not  easy  to  find,  but  possibly 
can  be  approached  along  the  following  lines: 

1.  By  the  encouragement  in  every  possible  way,  including 
additional  financial  assistance,  to  people  willing  to  build 
their  own  homes. 

2.  By  amendment  of  legislation  to  persuade  owners  of  property 
that  it  is  again  worth  while  financially  to  repair  and  improve 
the  houses  they  own.  The  Housing  Act  of  1949  does  not 
go  far  enough,  in  that  it  applies  only  to  improvements  in 
property  when  the  greater  expense  occurs  in  repair  of  what 
already  exists.  The  Rent  Restriction  Acts  act  as  a  deterrent 
even  to  the  most  conscientious  landlords. 

3.  Houses  for  agricultural  workers  must  be  sited  near  to  the 
farms  on  which  they  work.  From  the  point  of  view  of  a 
Rural  District  Council  this  often  means  building  small 
numbers  of  houses  on  any  one  site  where  drainage  and 
possibly  water  supply  have  specially  to  be  provided,  high 
rents  in  consequence  being  unavoidable.  From  enquiries 
I  have  made,  it  would  seem  worth  while  for  farmers  to 
discuss  with  their  accountants  the  ways  and  means  of 
building  their  own  houses,  for  their  own  workers,  on  their 
own  farms. 
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4.  By  Councils  to  go  into  the  matter  of  making  clearance  areas 
in  suitable  blocks  of  property  and  replacing  the  houses 
cleared  by  new  Council  areas  especially,  where  sites  are 
cramped,  of  two-storey  flat  type. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  last  six  months  there  has  been  very  great  progress 
made  in  the  water  schemes  of  my  three  rural  districts.  The  com¬ 
prehensive  scheme  in  Alcester  Rural  District  is  nearly  completed. 
A  starting  date  has  been  given  for  the  comprehensive  water  scheme 
in  the  Shipston-on-Stour  Rural  District,  and  pipes  for  the  compre¬ 
hensive  water  scheme  in  Stratford-on-Avon  Rural  District  are  being 
delivered,  although  a  starting  date  has  not  yet  been  given.  Again 
the  cost  of  providing  these  schemes  appears  to  be  prohibitive,  so 
much  so,  that  the  amount  which  will  have  to  be  charged  for  water 
supply  to  agriculture  must  be  greater  than  is  charged  at  the  present 
time.  I  believe  that  farmers  will  come  to  realise  the  great  benefits 
of  having  a  trouble-free  water  supply  in  spite  of  its  apparent  greater 
cost.  These  schemes  have  been  put  in  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture, 
and  I  hope  the  farmers  will  make  use  of  them. 

SEWERAGE 

The  arrival  of  a  piped  water  scheme  immediately  means  that 
one  has  to  give  thought  to  drainage  and  treatment  of  sewerage. 
This  is  a  far  more  extensive  problem  even  than  water  supply,  but 
one  that  must  be  dealt  with.  While  the  national  finances  are  not 
able  to  provide  the  sums  needed  for  sewerage  schemes,  I  think 
that  these  schemes  should  be  planned  on  paper  now,  and  not  left 
until  times  are  more  financially  propitious. 

Here  again  there  are  those  who  doubt  whether  money  should 
be  spent  on  planning  a  scheme  and  submitting  it  to  the  Ministry, 
when  there  is  little  prospect  of  further  progress.  This  procedure 
does  mean  that  all  is  ready  to  go  ahead  when  the  money  is 
available. 

The  cost  of  this  planning  could,  doubtless,  be  cut  if  each 
District  Council  was  to  employ  a  fully  qualified  surveyor  of  their 
own  who  could  undertake  those  plans,  and  I  sometimes  wonder 
whether  it  would  not  be  wise  for  my  Rural  District  Councils  to 
combine  together  in  the  employment  of  surveying  staff  for  this 
task.  The  cost  would  be  very  much  less  than  if  the  work  was 
given  to  consultants  who  are  already  overburdened  with  work. 
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STAFF 


I  am  most  grateful  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Surveyors 
of  all  four  Councils  for  the  pains  they  have  taken  to  provide  the 
information  on  which  this  report  is  based,  and  for  their  helpfulness 
during  the  year.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  my  office  staff  for  their 
efforts. 

Lastly  my  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  members  of  the  four 
Councils  for  their  help  and  consideration. 

J.  B.  BRAMWELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  BOROUGH  OF 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
J.  H.  Davies,  m.s.i.a. 
Certificate  Meat  and  Foods 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
W.  D.  H.  Kear,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.s.i. 
Certificate  Meat  and  Foods 


Area  of  the  Borough  (acres)  ... 
Population  Census  1951 

Rateable  Value . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate . 


6,899 

14,610 

£141,756 

£580 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  .  14,610 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  106 

108 

214 

Illegitimate 

.  6 

12 

18 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population 

15.9  (15.3)* 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  0.1  (0.35)* 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

94 

91 

185 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population 

12.7  (11.7)* 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  sepsis 

•  .  •  .  .  • 

•  •  •  .  .  . 

Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes 

... 

... 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Causes  of  Death 

Prematurity  ...  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

1 

*  Corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

Other  Infectious  Diseases  . 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

1 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus  . 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast . 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus . 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  other  organs . 

15 

10 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

— 

Diabetes . 

- - 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

16 

18 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

20 

13 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

9 

12 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

4 

5 

Influenza  . 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

6 

7 

Bronchitis  . 

2 

3 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System . 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum  . 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea . 

1 

1 

Nephritis,  Nephrosis  . 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

— 

— 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  . 

7 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

2 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

2 

1 

Suicide  .  . 

2 

— 

Homicide,  Operations  of  War  . 

— 

■ 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

Pneumonia . 

Measles  . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Classifications  . 

l 

- 

U) 

N) 

i 

0-1 

i 

I 

u> 

i 

1-2 

! 

l 

h— k 

- 

i 

u> 

1 

i 

l 

24 

1 

I 

5-9 

I 

U) 

- 

1 

10-14 

■L* 

I 

- 

1 

1 

15-24 

oo 

-~4 

1 

1 

1 

25  and 
over 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Age 

Unkn. 

N> 

K> 

43 

Q\ 

H-k 

Total 

zz 

1— * 

l 

1 

1 

Ad.  to 
Hosp. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Deaths 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 


Tuberculosis 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  District 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  1/1/52 
Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31/12/52 


Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

17 

14 

7 

3 

18 

21 

6 

3 

AGE  PERIOD 

NEW  CASES 

i 

DEATHS 

\ 

Pi 

il. 

Non- 

■Pul. 

Pul. 

) 

Non-Pul. 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

2-5 

6-10 

11-15 

1 

1 

16-20 

1 

1 

1 

21-25 

1 

5 

26-35 

i 

1 

36^45 

2 

46-55 

l 

i 

i 

56-65 

66  and  upwards 

1 

i 

Age  unknown 

i 

1  1 

Total  3* 

i 

8* 

1 

2 

*  Six  of  these  are  not  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  but  transfers  from  other  areas. 
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HOUSING 


Total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough  to  31st  December,  1952  4,424 
Number  of  houses  built  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  763 

Total  number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  since  the  war  ...  ...  338 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  .  38 

( b )  By  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  course  of  erection  ...  ...  ...  148 

Number  of  private  houses  in  course  of  erection  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  ...  ...  .  500 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  and  re-conditioned  as  a  result  of 

informal  action  by  the  Council,  six  back-to-back  houses  con¬ 
verted  to  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  4 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

inspection  of  houses  H.  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspection  of  premises  P.H.  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  664 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  543 

Milk  purveyors  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Factories  P.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Factories  N.P.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Hotels  and  restaurant  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Fish-fryers’  premises  .  12 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Markets  and  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

Shops  (Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  495 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Complaints  investigated  .  118 

Camps  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 


Total  Inspections  Made  .  2631 


Number  of  Notices  Served 

A.  Statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Informal  notices  .  133 


Result  of  Notices  Served 

A.  Number  of  notices  complied  with .  118 

B.  Number  of  notices  not  complied  with  .  15 
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Sanitary  Defects  Found 

Drains  obstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  drains .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Defective  water  closet  .  ...  ...  5 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation .  4 

Defective  W.C.  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns .  12 

Defective  roofs,  rain  water  pipes  and  gutters  ...  .  29 

Foul  privy  closets  .  3 

Insufficient  water  supply  ...  ...  3 

Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  6 

Foul  walls  and  ceilings .  ...  .  19 

Defective  plaster  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  19 

Defective  floors  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dampness  in  walls  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  firegrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  brickwork  ...  ...  ...  5 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  8 

Cesspool  overflowing  ...  ...  .  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  animals  .  ...  .  5 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  .  ...  2 

Defective  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total  Defects  Found  .  242 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE 

Drains  cleared  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Drains  re-layed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  drain  traps .  18 

W.C.  basins  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  2 

W.C.  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ...  .  ...  10 

New  W.C.  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  W.C.s  provided  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  5 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Rain-water  pipes  and  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  16 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  ...  .  .  5 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Town  water  laid  on  .  1 

Bakehouses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Plaster  repaired  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 


Total  Improvements  Made  .  293 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  DRAINAGE 

There  are  39  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  in  the  Borough  receiving  the 
drainage  from  57  houses  and  three  holiday  camps. 

With  the  exception  of  one  septic  tank,  all  of  these  are  outside  the  area 
drained  by  the  public  sewers. 

The  Council  undertake  to  empty  the  cesspools  on  payment  of  costs  by 
the  occupiers. 

The  drainage  system  of  16  houses  have  been  renewed  or  repaired,  and 
18  new  gully  traps  have  been  fitted. 

Obstructed  drains  at  16  houses  have  been  cleared. 

Four  houses  and  one  workshop  have  been  provided  with  new  water 
closets,  four  houses  with  new  water  closet  pedestals  and  two  with  new 
flushing  tanks. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Five  houses  have  been  fumigated  after  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  four  after 
tuberculosis,  and  four  after  death  from  cancer. 

Four  premises  have  been  treated  for  cockroaches,  three  for  fleas,  nine 
for  bed  bugs,  12  for  ants  and  19  wasps’  nests  have  been  destroyed. 

The  disinfection  of  dwelling-houses  after  infectious  diseases  and  the 
treatment  for  pests,  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Department  free  of  costs 
to  the  occupiers,  but  a  charge  is  made  to  cover  the  costs  for  treatment  of 
business  premises. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough,  and 
twice  weekly  from  hotels  and  restaurants. 

A  weekly  collection  of  trade  refuse  is  also  made  from  retail  shops  on 
request,  and  a  charge  of  sixpence  per  bin,  per  week,  is  made  for  this 
service. 

Loads  of  trade  refuse  are  collected  on  request  on  payment  of  costs. 

The  transport  and  staff  employed  on  this  work  consists  of  17  men, 
including  two  men  solely  employed  on  the  refuse  tip.  Two  11-cubic  yard 
S.D.  Freighters,  and  one  5-cubic  yard  S.D.  Karrier,  also  one  3-ton  Morris 
motor  are  used. 

The  small  S.D.  Karrier  is  employed  in  the  collection  of  refuse  from 
hotels  and  restaurants,  trade  refuse  from  the  retail  shops  and  all  other 
premises  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  Morris  motor  is  employed  in  the  collection  of  salvage  from  shops, 
and  on  two  afternoons  during  the  week  on  the  collection  of  domestic  refuse 
from  the  outlying  properties  in  the  town. 

Fifty  bins  of  trade  refuse  have  been  collected  weekly,  and  67  loads 
of  trade  refuse  have  been  collected  during  the  year. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  Unicorn  Meadow,  by  the  controlled 
tipping  method,  and  it  is  covered  by  a  final  layer  of  at  least  six  inches  of 
soil.  Since  the  tipping  commenced  on  this  site,  two-and-a-quarter  acres  of 
finished  tip  have  been  added  to  the  Bridgefoot  car-park.  Approximately  a 
further  five  acres  of  the  field  have  been  raised,  leaving  only  a  little  more 
than  half  an  acre  to  complete  the  raising  of  the  field. 

The  tip  is  sprayed  daily  with  D.D.T.  solution  throughout  the  summer 
months,  to  control  the  fly  nuisance. 

A  monthly  survey  is  also  made  of  the  tip  and  surrounding  ditches  by 
the  Rodent  Operative  for  the  detection  of  rats.  Twenty-seven  dead  rats 
have  been  picked  up  after  treatment  of  the  tip  during  the  year. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


In  January,  1940,  the  Government  took  over  control  of  meat,  and  four 
of  the  six  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  were  closed. 

The  two  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  have  been  in  continual  use 
throughout  the  year.  It  is  the  first  full  year  of  operation  for  the  new  one 
in  Chapel  Street,  and  also  for  the  supply  of  meat  for  the  Evesham  area 
from  this  slaughter-house. 

The  population  now  catered  for  is  90,000,  and  includes  the  Boroughs 
of  Stratford-upon-Avon  and  Evesham,  the  Rural  Districts  of  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  Evesham,  Shipston-on-Stour,  Moreton-in-Marsh  and  Pershore. 

The  inspection  of  meat  forms  a  very  important  part  of  your  Inspector's 
duties,  and  no  meat  or  offal  is  allowed  to  leave  the  slaughter-house  before 
it  has  been  inspected. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  following  tables  that  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected  in  the  Borough  since  the  control  of  meat  started, 
has  increased  by  more  than  three  times.  The  amount  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned  has  also  increased  from  2  tons  8  cwts.  2  qrs.,  to  42  tons 
13  cwts.  2  qrs.  The  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  is 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that,  before  meat  was  controlled,  local  butchers 
only  bought  food  animals  of  the  best  quality.  Since  control  of  meat 
farmers  send  in  to  the  slaughter-houses  casualties,  which  previously  would 
have  been  sent  to  the  knacker's  yard.  All  condemned  meat,  after  being 
dyed  green,  is  dealt  with  by  the  Government  contractors  and  processed  into 
artificial  manures. 

There  are  18  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  Borough,  and  their  licences 
are  renewed  every  three  years. 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  IN  1939  AND  FROM  1948  TO  1952 


Year 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

1939  . 

868 

26 

265 

3791 

4712 

9663 

1948  . 

1279 

629 

1486 

7361 

819 

11574 

1949  . 

1154 

731 

1843 

7208 

1456 

12392 

1950  . 

1501 

897 

1544 

7086 

1613 

12641 

1951  . 

2864 

1457 

1080 

11293 

2877 

19571 

1952  . 

3389 

1553 

1710 

17494 

6023 

30169 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excludg. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

3389 

1553 

1710 

17494 

6023 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  T.B . 

5 

22 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Part  carcases  condemned 
for  T.B. 

165 

467 

1 

Nil 

53 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  O.C.  . 

7 

25 

11 

144 

70 

Part  carcases  condemned 
for  O.C.  . 

935 

923 

17 

1582 

\ 

348 

%  of  whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  T.B. 

•  14% 

1.11% 

Nil 

Nil 

.06% 

%  of  part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  T.B. 

.48% 

30.07% 

.05% 

Nil 

•88% 

%  of  whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  O.C. 

.206% 

1.61% 

•64% 

•82% 

1.16% 

%  of  part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  O.C. 

27.58% 

59.43% 

.99% 

9.04% 

5.77% 
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DISEASE  AND  WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Tuberculosis  ... 

13 

6 

2 

0 

Emaciation  and  Oedema  . 

5 

3 

1 

26 

Fevered  . 

2 

9 

2 

8 

Cirrhosis  . 

9 

12 

3 

8 

Parasites 

1 

4 

1 

23 

Abscesses  . 

0 

19 

2 

19 

Angioma  . 

0 

19 

3 

17 

Bruised  . 

1 

12 

3 

24 

Pyaemia  . 

0 

0 

1 

24 

Jaundice  . 

0 

1 

1 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

0 

3 

0 

5 

Actinomycosis  . 

0 

8 

2 

4 

Inflammation  and  Pneumonia 

1 

0 

3 

12 

Septicaemia . 

1 

4 

3 

17 

Septic  Mastitis  . 

1 

1 

1 

18 

Septic  Peritonitis  . 

0 

3 

0 

4 

Septic  Metritis  . 

0 

5 

0 

7 

Fatty  Infiltration  . 

0 

5 

0 

21 

Amaemia  .  . 

0 

6 

0 

22 

Decomposition  and  Bone  Taint  ... 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Immature 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Medicinal  Taint  . 

0 

9 

2 

0 

Whole  Total  Weight  . 

42 

13 

1 

12 

OTHER  CONDEMNED  FOODS 

224  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  markets,  shops  and  other 
food  stores,  and  the  following  foods  were  condemned : 

383  tins  meat,  soups  and  paste. 

603  tins  fruit  and  vegetables. 

64  tins  jam,  etc. 

25  tins  fish. 

6  tins  milk. 

13  lbs.  bacon  and  ham. 

28  lbs.  Putter. 

20  lbs.  sausages. 

22  lbs  cheese 
105  lbs.  sugar. 

13  lbs.  salmon. 

252  lbs.  carrots. 

40  lbs.  apples. 

30  fowls. 

9  rabbits. 

1  turkey. 

1  duck. 

6  bottles  coffee. 

2  Christmas  puddings. 

10  cases  lettuce. 

3  boats  tomatoes. 

6  sacks  flour. 

44  fillets. 

28  kippers. 

Quantity  frozen  eggs. 
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FISH  SHOPS 


There  are  three  fresh  fish  shops  and  three  fried  fish  and  chip  potato 
shops  in  the  Borough. 

Periodical  visits  are  made  to  these  premises,  and  all  have  been  main¬ 
tained  in  a  clean  condition. 

All  of  the  fried  fish  shops  are  fitted  with  modern  frying  stoves  and 
equipment. 


POTATO  CRISPS  FACTORY 

The  Avon  Crisps  potato  factory  in  Paddock  Lane  has  continued  in 
operation  throughout  the  year. 

The  premises  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition  except 
for  the  condensation  of  the  steam  from  open  stoves  on  the  walls  and 
underside  of  the  roof  of  the  frying  room. 

The  owners  have  been  requested  to  replace  the  open  stoves  with 
modern  closed  stoves,  and  instructions  have  now  been  given  to  a  contractor 
to  carry  out  this  replacement. 


BAKEHOUSES  AND  RESTAURANT  KITCHENS 

There  are  10  registered  bakehouses  and  16  restaurant  kitchens  in  the 
Borough  ;  one  bakehouse  was  closed  down  during  the  year. 

Forty-seven  visits  have  been  made  to  the  bakehouses  and  38  to  the 
restaurant  kitchens. 

Six  notices  have  been  given  to  occupiers  during  the  year,  four  were 
for  re-decorations,  one  for  the  removal  of  refuse,  and  one  for  the  provision 
of  new  sanitary  dustbins. 

Four  of  the  notices  were  complied  with,  and  the  work  is  in  hand  for 
the  remaining  ones. 


ICE-CREAM  PREMISES 

Sixty-one  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream, 
26  being  registered  for  bulk  ice-cream  and  35  for  pre-packed  ice-cream 
only. 

There  are  two  registered  ice-cream  factories  in  the  Borough,  but  only 
one  of  these  has  been  in  operation  during  the  year. 

Fifty-four  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  these  premises,  and 
41  samples  of  ice-cream  have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

The  reports  show  these  samples  to  come  within  the  following  provisional 
grades : 

19  in  Grade  1. 

8  in  Grade  2. 

8  in  Grade  3. 

6  in  Grade  4. 

Four  samples  have  been  collected  by  the  County  Council’s  Sampling 
Officer  and  submitted  for  chemical  analysis.  The  results  of  these  samples  are 
as  follows: 


Fat 

Sugar 

Milk  Solids 

8.4% 

13.1% 

10.8% 

9.4% 

12.3% 

9.2% 

12.7% 

15.1% 

10.9% 

11.5% 

12.5% 

13.8% 
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FOOD  &  DRUGS  (MILK  DAIRIES  &  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT, 

1950 

SECTION  8 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  Year,  1952 

Total  No.  of 


Samples  No.  Positive 

Pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  ...  4  Nil 

Tuberculin  tested  (Pasteurised)  milk  3  Nil 

“Tuberculin  tested”  milk  ...  ...  3  Nil 

“Accredited”  and  non-graded  milk  11  Nil 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

There  are  eight  registered  milk  retailers  residing  in  the  Borough,  and 
three  outside  the  Borough. 

All  but  two  of  the  retailers  draw  their  milk  supply,  Pasteurised  and 
Tuberculin  Tested,  in  bottles  from  the  Stratford  Dairy,  Ltd.,  New  Street,  thus 
dispensing  with  the  necessity  of  individual  dairies. 

The  daily  throughput  of  milk  at  the  Stratford  Dairy  is  3,600  gallons,  of 
which  50  per  cent,  is  Tuberculin  Tested  and  50  per  cent.  Pasteurised. 

Approximately  90  per  cent,  of  the  milk  is  bottled  at  the  dairy,  and  the 
remainder  is  sold  in  bulk  to  cafes,  hospitals  and  to  one  retailer  who  resides 
outside  the  Borough. 

In  addition  to  the  aboxe,  approximately  350  gallons  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  is  retailed  daily  in  the  Borough  by  a  producer-retailer,  who  also 
resides  outside  the  Borough. 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON  FOOD  TRADERS’  HYGIENIC  GUILD 

There  are  34  members  in  the  above  Guild,  two  members  closed  down 
during  the  year,  and  one  new  member  was  enrolled. 

Members  now  include  15  caterers,  7  butchers,  6  grocers,  2  fish  fryers,  1 
fresh  fishmonger,  1  potato  crisp  manufacturer,  1  baker  and  1  dairy. 

Visits  were  arranged  for  the  Guild  members  to  inspect  other  food 
premises  in  the  Borough,  and  visits  were  made  to  the  new  modern  slaughter¬ 
house  in  Chapel  Street,  Mr.  John  Ludford  Docker’s  Licensed  Tuberculin 
Tested  Farm  at  Alveston  Hill,  and  to  the  Stratford  Dairy,  Ltd.,  Pasteurising 
Dairy  in  New  Street. 

Other  visits  are  now  being  organised  for  the  present  year. 

LICENSED  CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  four  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  Borough,  all  of  which  are 
open  from  April  to  31st  October  each  year. 

They  are  as  follows: 

The  Rayford  Camp,  Tiddington  Road  (licensed  for  112  caravans  or  Tents). 
The  Elms  Farm  Camp,  Tiddington  Road  (licensed  for  56  caravans  or  tents). 
The  Oxstalls  Farm  Camp,  Warwick  Road  (licensed  for  56  caravans  or  tents). 
The  Corporation  Camp,  Warwick  Road  (licensed  for  98  caravans  or  tents). 

All  the  camps  are  provided  with  water  closets,  town  water  supply  and 
proper  sanitary  dustbins. 

Periodical  visits  were  made  to  the  camps  during  the  season,  and  they 
were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Catering  facilities  are  provided  on  the  Corporation  Camp  and  the  Ray¬ 
ford  Camp. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in¬ 
spections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector) 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu¬ 

piers 

prosecu¬ 

ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  . 

20 

6 

3 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

127 

61 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . 

147 

67 

5 

Nil 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
prosecutions  were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (5.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— ■ 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


One  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed  in  the  destruction  of  rats 
and  mice  in  the  Borough. 

799  premises  were  surveyed  during  the  year,  188  were  found  to  be 
infested  and  treatment  was  carried  out. 

Premises  treated  included  79  private  houses,  75  business  premises  and 
34  Corporation  properties. 

3,265  non-poison  baits  and  1,107  poison  baits  were  laid. 

249  dead  rats  and  35  dead  mice  were  pick  up  on  premises  treated. 

Poison  used  during  treatments  were :  Zinc  Phosphide,  Antu,  Red  Squill 
and  Warfarin. 

The  public  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year,  and  the  total 
number  of  manholes  baited  was  101. 

“  Complete  takes  ”  of  the  bait  was  shown  in  six  manholes,  and  “  partial 
takes  ”  in  five  manholes. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  total  consumption  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952: 

Gallons 

Domestic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207,195,000 

Trade  .  111,273,000 


Total  .  318,468,000 


The  peak  daily  consumption  occurred  on  July  21st,  1952,  and  amounted 
to  1,104,000  gallons. 

Gallons 

Average  consumption  per  day .  ...  ...  867,398 

Average  winter  consumption  per  day,  1st  October, 

1952,  to  31st  March,  1953  .  862,076 

The  Welcombe  Fields  borehole  was  in  operation  during  the  year,  and 
yielded  approximately  150,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  Borough  Council  discussed  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  the  situation  which  arose  as  a  result  of  a  yield  test  on  the 
Welcombe  Fields  borehole,  and  subsequently  the  Minister  authorised  the 
sinking  of  an  additional  borehole  at  Tiddington.  The  starting  date  awarded 
by  the  Ministry  for  the  borehole  construction  was  5th  January,  1953. 

Generally  during  the  year  1952  water  supplies  were  maintained  satis¬ 
factorily,  but  on  one  occasion  in  July,  1952,  it  was  necessary  to  make  a 
public  appeal  to  consumers  to  cease  using  water  other  than  for  essential 
purposes.  The  response  by  consumers  was  satisfactory,  and  the  restrictions 
were  withdrawn  within  a  few  weeks. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  by  the  Consulting  Engineers 
(Messrs,  Willcox,  Raikes  and  Marshall)  in  the  compilation  of  a  preliminary 
report  on  the  condition  of  the  Sewage  Works,  and  in  the  necessary  investiga¬ 
tions  for  the  preparation  of  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  reconstruction. 
Certain  temporary  works,  in  the  way  of  additional  gravel  bed  area  and  work 
in  connection  with  the  sludge  disposal,  were  investigated  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  standard  of  effluent,  and  provision  was  made  in  the  subsequent 
estimates  for  1953/54  for  carrying  out  this  interim  work. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT 

of 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

J.  Wood,  a.i.a.s.,  a.m.i.s.e.,  M.R.san.i. 
Certificate  Meat  and  Foods 


Sanitary  Inspector 
H.  W.  Passmore,  A.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
Certificate  Meat  and  Foods 


Area  of  District  (acres)  . . . 
Population  (estimated)  ... 

Rateable  Value . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . . . 


81,996 

21,270 

£103,512 

£405 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


21,270 


Live  Births 


Male  Female 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  152  182 

Illegitimate  .  ...  12  11 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  16.8  (15.3)* 


Total 

334 

23 


Stillbirths 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  3  3  6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  .  —  —  — 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  0.3  (0.35)* 


Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 

125  100  225 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  10.6  (11.3)* 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


Puerperal  sepsis 

,  ,  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes 

.  .  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3  6 

9 

Illegitimate 

1  1 

2 

Causes  of  Death 

Prematurity 

2 

Congenital  heart  disease 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

Asphyxia  ...  . 

1 

Accident 

1 

Intracranial  haemorrhage 

1 

Acute  haemorrhagic  pneumonia 

(i)  cerebral  haemorr- 

hage  (ii)  . 

...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

*  Corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

Other  Infectious  Diseases  . 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

4 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus  . 

3 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast . 

— 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus . 

— 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  other  organs . 

10 

10 

Leukaemia  . 

— 

— 

Diabetes . 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

11 

16 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

23 

9 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

1 

5 

Other  Heart  Diseases . 

21 

17 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

4 

4 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum  . 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea . 

1 

— 

Nephritis,  Nephrosis  . 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

2 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

— 

2 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  . 

10 

14 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

8 

— 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

9 

5 

Suicide . 

3 

— 

Homicide,  Operations  of  War  . 

— 

— 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  District 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  1/1/52 
Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31/12/52 


Pi 

il. 

Non-Pul. 

i 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

39 

19 

9 

2 

40 

25 

9 

6 

AGE  PERIOD 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

i 

Pul. 

1 

Non-Pul. 

.  .  1 

Pul. 

1 

Non-Pul. 

i 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

1 

2-5 

1 

1 

6-10 

2 

2 

11-15 

16-20 

1 

2 

21-25 

1 

1 

26-35 

4 

3 

36-45 

1 

1 

46-55 

1 

56-65 

1 

1 

1 

66  and  upwards 

1 

2 

Age  unknown 

Total 

11* 

6* 

3* 

5* 

2 

1 

*  Seven  of  these  are  not  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  but  transfers  from  other  areas 
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HOUSING 

"total  No.  of  Council  houses .  788 

Total  No.  of  Council  houses  of  all  types  built  since  the  war  ...  351 

Total  No.  of  Council  houses  under  contract  at  31/ 12/52  ...  ...  148 

Total  No.  of  private  houses  built  since  the  war  ...  ...  ...  138 

Total  No.  of  families  accommodated  in  ex-W.D.  huts  ...  ...  286 

Total  No.  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  now  on  the  list  ...  1052 

There  has  been  no  formal  action  in  dealing  with  unfit  houses  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  but  in  one  case  a  new  owner  has  submitted  a  scheme  for  the 
partial  re-conditioning  of  a  cottage  which  had  become  vacant  and  which,  it 
was  agreed,  should  not  be  re-let  in  its  then  dilapidated  state.  The  proposed 
works  will  much  improve  and  make  the  cottage  reasonably  habitable  for 
some  years  to  come. 

The  Council’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  condition  of  a  block  of  seven 
two-roomed  period  cottages  in  disrepair  and  lacking  in  the  ordinary  domestic 
amenities.  Rentals  were  abnormally  low  and,  having  considered  all  the 
relevant  details,  the  Council  decided,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government,  to  proceed  in  principle  with  the  purchase 
of  the  cottages,  to  repair  them  and  to  lay  on  water  from  an  adjacent  new 
housing  site  with  the  new  drains  to  the  site  sewer.  Baths,  wash-houses,  sinks 
and  water  closets  were  to  be  provided.  Unfortunately,  the  cost  of  the  whole 
scheme  was  prohibitive,  and  was  reluctantly  abandoned  by  the  Council. 
The  owner  has  agreed  to  re-thatch  the  cottages,  and  further  action  cannot 
reasonably  be  taken  for  the  time  being. 

Two  houses  have  been  extensively  repaired  on  informal  requests  to 
owners,  and  arrangements  are  in  hand  for  a  third  to  be  re-conditioned  as 
soon  as  the  tenant  is  re-housed. 

No  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  1949  Housing  Act 
were  received  during  the  year. 

FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Premises 

Forty-eight  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  where  food  is  handled, 
prepared  or  sold.  It  has  been  necessary  to  ask  for  the  provision  of  proper 
washing  facilities  in  two  grocers’  shops  and  six  public-houses.  The  sanitary 
conveniences  in  four  public-houses  have  been  improved,  and  main  water 
laid  on  in  one  where  there  was  previously  a  well  supply. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Inspection  of  all  meat  consumed  within  the  district  is  carried  out  at  the 
two  slaughter-houses  with  Stratford-upon-Avon  Borough.  Small  quantities 
of  unsound  canned  and  fresh  foods  have  been  examined,  together  with  some 
larger  quantities  of  tinned  milk,  at  the  two  Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depots 
within  the  district. 

Twenty-one  samples  of  ice-cream  were  bacteriologically  examined  and 
provisionally  graded  as  follows: 

Grade  1  ...  ...  ...  13 


Grade  2 
Grade  3 


4 

3 


There  is  one  establishment  operating  heat  treatment  manufacture,  and 
two  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  by  the  cold  mix 
method  are  used  only  occasionally.  Almost  all  the  ice-cream  sold  in  the 
district  is  manufactured  and  pre-packed  by  well-known  makers. 
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The  Chief  Sampling  Officer  of  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  has 
reported  as  follows  on  samples  of  various  foods  which  were  procured  within 
the  district  and  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst:  , 

1.  — Ninety-seven  samples  of  various  articles  of  food,  procured  within  the 

area  of  the  Stratford  Rural  District,  were  submitted  for  analysis  by  the 
County  Analyst  as  follows : 

No.  analysed  No.  unsatisfactory 

Milk  .  72  7 

Miscellaneous  articles  ...  25  7 

2. ^Particulars  of  unsatisfactory  samples: 

(i)  Milk. — Of  the  unsatisfactory  milk  samples,  six  were  adversely 
reported  upon,  due  to  the  presence  of  added  water,  the  remaining  sample 
being  deficient  in  fat.  These  samples  were  obtained  from  two  producers. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  each  of  the  persons  con¬ 
cerned,  and  these  resulted,  in  one  case,  in  the  producer  being  fined  £10, 
with  £5  5s.  special  costs  in  respect  of  a  sample  which  contained  6.4  per 
cent,  added  water. 

In  the  remaining  case  the  defendant  was  fined  £10  concerning  each 
of  two  samples  in  which  the  added  water  amounted  to  13.7  per  cent,  and 
6.2  per  cent.  In  addition  he  was  ordered  to  pay  £5  5s.  special  costs  on 
each  summons.  Total  £30  10s. 

(ii)  Miscellaneous  Articles. — Of  the  unsatisfactory  articles,  other 
than  milk,  five  related  to  sausages  aijd  two  were  of  whisky. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
of  sausages,  as  follows: 

Beef  sausages — deficient  of  32%  meat. 

Beef  sausages — deficient  of  29%  meat. 

These  were  obtained  from  a  butcher  on  separate  occasions,  a  further 
check  which  was  subsequently  made  being  satisfactory.  The  butcher  con¬ 
cerned  was  fined  £5  in  respect  of  each  unsatisfactory  sample,  with  £5  5s. 
special  costs.  Total  £15  5s. 

Beef  sausage — deficient  of  30%  meat. 

Beef  sausage — deficient  of  38%  meat. 

These  two  samples  were  also  obtained  on  separate  occasions,  from  a 
butcher,  a  subsequent  sample  being  satisfactory.  The  defendant  was  fined 
a  total  of  £10,  with  £5  5s.  special  costs. 

Pork  sausages — deficient  of  16%  of  meat. 

A  further  sample,  which  was  obtained  from  the  butcher  concerned,  was 
taken  in  the  Borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  this  also  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 

Legal  proceedings  w'ere  instituted  in  respect  of  both  samples,  the  first 
having  been  procured  outside  the  Borough  area.  Fines  totalling  £2  were 
imposed  in  respect  of  each  of  the  two  samples,  together  with  £3  10s.  special 
costs. 

The  two  unsatisfactory  samples  of  whisky  were  obtained  informally 
from  two  licensed  premises.  Official  tests  were  subsequently  made,  but  these 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


MILK 

Efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  bring  up  to  date  the  Council's 
registers  of  dealers  in  milk.  In  a  district  of  this  size  it  has  been  found 
difficult  to  keep  track  of  changes  in  ownership  of  milk  rounds,  and, 
regrettably,  some  dealers  from  neighbouring  districts  from  time  to  time  come 
into  this  district  without  notification  or  holding  the  necessary  supplementary 
licences. 
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FOOD  &  DRUGS  (MILK  DAIRIES  &  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT, 

1950 


SECTION  8 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  Year,  1952 


Pasteurised  milk 

Total  No.  of 
Samples 

No.  Positive 

Tuberculin  tested 

(Pasteurised) 

milk 

4 

Nil 

“  Tuberculin  tested 

”  milk  ... 

•  •  • 

21 

Nil 

“  Accredited  ”  and 

non-graded 

milk 

71 

2 

Results  of  Investigations  of  Tubercle-infected  Milk  Supplies 

during  the  Year,  1952 

Cases  found  on  Cases  reported 
routine  sampling  by  neighouring 
in  the  County  County  Authorities 


No.  of  investigations  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  cows  examined  ...  ...  40 

No.  of  milk  samples  for  diagnos¬ 
tic  purposes  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  cows  slaughtered  under 

Tuberculosis  Order  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  cows  removed  from  herds 
during  investigations  which 
may  have  been  infected  ...  6 


3 
46 

18 

4 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 
Drainage  and  Sanitary  Accommodation 

(a)  No.  of  informal  notices  and  letters .  53 

(These  concerned  among  other  things  9  choked  drains,  3  choked  combined 

drains,  4  overflowing  cesspools.) 

(b)  No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served: 

Sec.  39 — Drainage  in  existing  buildings  ...  ...  1 

Sec.  45 — Defective  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  2 

Sec.  47 — Conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water  closets  2 

During  the  year  16  new  drains  were  laid,  and  three  existing  drains 
smoke  tested  and  repaired.  Four  new  connections  to  sewers  were  made 
(other  than  from  new  houses)  and  1 1  septic  tank  defects  remedied.  There 
have  been  10  conversions  of  pail  closets  to  water  closets,  two  of  these  having 
been  done  in  default. 

The  Council  have  authorised  the  taking  of  action  to  secure  the  con¬ 
version  of  a  further  18  pail  and  earth  closets  in  the  parish  of  Wootton 
Wawen. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  10  farms  for  the  purpose  of  advising  and  super¬ 
vising  cowshed  and  farmyard  new  drainage  arrangements,  the  farmers  bring¬ 
ing  their  premises  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Milk  Production  Officer 
for  the  eventual  issue  of  T.  T.  licences. 


Abatement  of  Nuisances 

No.  of  informal  notices  and  letters  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served.  Sec.  93  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  10  ditches  were  abated,  the  ditches  having  been  foul 
and/or  so  overgrown  as  to  impede  the  proper  flow  of  water. 

Two  filthy  and  verminous  houses  were  dealt  with. 
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Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection 


No.  of  informal  notices  and  letters  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

The  Council  operates  a  service  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  all 
reasonably  accessible  houses  in  the  district.  In  the  larger,  more  thickly 
populated  areas  of  Henley-in-Arden,  Wootton  Wawen,  Tanworth-in-Arden, 
Wellesbourne  and  Kineton  collection  of  refuse  is  made  weekly  ;  fortnightly 
in  Snitterfield  and  Welford-on-Avon  (with  Weston)  and  monthly  in  the 
remaining  more  thinly  populated  areas  of  the  district. 

Night  soil  is  collected  weekly  from  well  over  750  houses  in  the  parishes 
of  Wellesbourne  (with  Walton),  Wootton  Wawen,  Tanworth-in-Arden  and 
Snitterfield.  A  free  cesspool-emptying  service  is  operated  in  the  large  parish 
of  Tanworth-in-Arden,  and  work  in  that  parish  is  included  under  the  heading 
“  No.  of  cesspool  loads  ”  in  the  following  table,  which  represents  the  output 
of  the  Council’s  scavenging  service  during  a  typical  four-week  period  in 
October  -  November,  1952 : 


No.  of  bins  emptied 
No.  of  loads  recorded 
Estimated  tonnage  ... 

No.  of  cesspool  loads 

No.  of  private  cesspool  loads 

No.  of  pails  emptied 


14,125 

52 

345  tons 
280 
52 
3,167 


Movable  Dwellings 

There  are  four  sites  licensed  for  the  stationing  of  caravans  used  for 
human  habitation : 

Hillcrest,  The  Portway  .  80 

Wootton  Hall,  Wootton  Wawen  25  vans  per  acre  on  the  land  approved. 

Dodwell,  Luddington  .  40 

The  Mill,  Welford-on-Avon  ...  12  (Licensed  until  21st  Dec.,  1953). 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  one  occupier  for  flagrant  disregard 
of  warnings  that  the  unlicensed  caravan  was  stationed  on  an  unlicensed  site 
for  a  much  longer  time  than  permitted. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

No.  of  informal  notices  and  letters  sent  concerning  water 

supplies  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served,  Sec.  138  P.H.  Acts,  1936 

(12  houses)  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  4 

During  the  year  94  properties  have  been  connected  to  mains  supplies 
(excluding  12  older  Council  houses). 

There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water,  which  is  generally  of  high  degree 
of  purity.  In  all  cases,  except  two,  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  neigh¬ 
bouring  authorities,  pending  the  completion  of  the  comprehensive  scheme 
to  cover  the  whole  district.  In  this  connection  two  boreholes  have  already 
been  completed  at  Thelsford  for  the  supply  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
district,  and  the  delivery  of  pipes  and  specials  is  due  to  be  commenced  in 
the  early  months  of  1953. 

One  borehole  at  Heath  End,  Snitterfield,  for  the  northern  water  scheme 
has  been  completed,  and  drilling  for  a  second  borehole  is  to  be  put  in  hand 
at  once. 

Extensions  of  water  mains  have  been  carried  out  at  Park  Lane,  Snitter¬ 
field  ;  Edge  Lane,  Henley-in-Arden  ;  and  Bordon  Hill,  Old  Stratford  and 
Drayton.  In  addition  the  old  main  at  Barley  Close,  Henley-in-Arden,  was 
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taken  out  and  a  new  main  of  increased  diameter  was  substituted.  All  this 
work  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

Seventy-eight  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  six  for 
chemical  analysis  have  been  taken. 

The  water  throughout  the  district  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 


DETAILS  OF  PUBLIC  MAINS  WATER  SUPPLY  TO  HOUSES 

No.  with  mains  No.  of  houses 


Total  No.  houses 

supply  direct 

supplied  from 

Parish 

in  Parish 

to  houses 

standpipes 

Admington 

34 

18 

16 

Alderminster  ... 

141 

89 

— 

Bearley  ... 

77 

60 

— 

Billesley 

16 

8 

— 

Binton  ... 

79 

33 

— 

Claverdon  . 

236 

121 

— 

Clifford  Chambers 

111 

84 

— 

Combrook  &  Compton  Verney 

47 

29 

12 

Dorsington 

32 

18 

8 

Grafton  . 

122 

61 

— — 

Fulbroke  and  Hampton  Lucy 

149 

7 

— 

Kineton 

349 

323 

— 

Loxley  ... 

79 

43 

23 

Luddington  and  Milcote 

80 

30 

13 

Marston  Sicca  ... 

98 

70 

3 

Old  Stratford  and  Drayton  ... 

135 

82 

— 

Preston  Bagot  ... 

48 

7 

— 

Preston-on-Stour 

77 

4 

— 

Quinton 

129 

82 

29 

Snitterfield 

235 

114 

— 

Tanworth-in-Arden  . 

677 

276 

— 

Whitchurch 

46 

6 

— 

Wootton  Wawen — 

Wootton  Ward 

253 

194 

— 

Ullenhall  Ward 

103 

94 

— 

Henley-in-Arden  Ward  ... 

453 

389 

— 

The  following  parishes  have  no  public  mains  supply:  Charlecote  (53 
houses),  Ettington  (161  houses),  Langley  (43  houses),  Newbold  Pacey  and 
Ashorne  (97  houses),  Welford-on-Avon  (261  houses),  Wellesbourne  and 
Walton  (496  houses),  Weston-on-Avon  (33  houses),  Wolverton  (53  houses). 

Public  mains  touch  only  the  fringe  of  the  parishes  of  Fulbroke,  Hamp¬ 
ton  Lucy,  Preston  Bagot,  Preston-on-Stour  and  Whitchurch,  as  shown  in  the 
foregoing  table. 

Council  houses,  mainly  post-war,  have  water  laid  on  from  wells  or  bore¬ 
holes,  as  follows:  Ettington  (20),  Welford-on-Avon  (21),  Wellesbourne  (70), 
and  Wolverton  (3).  Seven  new  Council  houses  at  Moreton  Morrell  have 
water  laid  on  from  a  private  County  Council  supply,  and  a  standpipe  from 
the  same  source  supplies  12  privately-owned  houses. 

Wholesome  water  is  laid  on  either  in  the  huts  or  in  wash-houses  on  the 
following  ex-R.A.F.  and  P.O.W.  camp  sites:  Ettington  Park  (78),  Welles¬ 
bourne  (32),  Atherstone  (71),  Bearley  (94). 
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SEWERAGE 


New  disposal  works  are  being  built  at  Hampton  Lucy  to  receive  sewage 
from  29  Council  houses  now  under  construction.  Enlargement  of  the  works 
at  Kineton  has  been  completed.  The  Council  have  approved  in  principle  the 
enlargement  of  the  works  at  Wootton  Wawen  and  Snitterfield,  and  the 
proposed  schemes  are  now  being  drawn  up. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  Council’s  Rodent  Control  Service  has  continued  to  function  effec¬ 
tively  with  action  in  response  to  complaints,  routine  treatment  of  refuse  tips, 
sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

Fourteen  infestations  found  by  survey  of  agricultural  premises  were 
reported  to  the  County  A.E.C.  Pests  Officer,  whose  co-operation  has  been 
readily  forthcoming  in  dealing  with  complaints  passed  on  to  him  and  in 
requests  for  information  on  contractees,  etc. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
_ made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu¬ 

piers 

prosecu¬ 

ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

14 

6 

1 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

54 

23 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . 

68 

29 

3 

Nil 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  c 
defects  w 

ases  in  which 
ere  found 

which 

■e 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of  cases  in 
prosecutions  wer 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  out- 

work)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

of 

ALCESTER 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Sanitary  Inspector 

G.  V.  Blackbrough,  A.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 


Surveyor 

I.  C.  Williams,  a.i.a.s.,  a.m.i.s.e.  m.r.s.i. 


Area  of  District  (acres)  ... 
Population  (estimated)  ... 

Rateable  Value  . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ... 


37,524 

13,270 

£55,573 

£214 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


13,270 


Live  Births 


Male  Female 


Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  106  113 

Illegitimate  .  6  6 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  17.4  (15.3)* 


Total 

219 

12 


Stillbirths 


Male 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  0.3 


Female 


(0.35)* 


Total 

3 

1 


Deaths 


Male  Female  Total 

82  73  155 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  11.7  (11.3)* 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  .  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  .  1  3  4 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Causes  of  Death 

Pneumonia  .  2 

Meningocele  and  hydrocephalus  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Uraemia,  due  to  bilateral  pyo-nephrosis,  due  to  congenital 

abnormalities  of  the  ureters  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

*  Corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

Other  Infectious  Diseases  . 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus  . 

3 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast . 

— 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

— 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  other  organs  ... 

11 

3 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

1 

— 

Leukaemia  . 

— 

— 

Diabetes . 

— 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

12 

10 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

12 

8 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

— 

3 

Other  Heart  Diseases . 

13 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

5 

1 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

5 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . 

4 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum  . 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea . 

— 

— 

Nephritis,  Nephroses . 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

2 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

— 

4 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  . 

5 

6 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

• — 

— 

All  other  Accidents  . 

2 

2 

Suicide . 

1 

1 

Homicide,  Operations  of  War  . 

r 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 
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fUBERCULOSlS 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  District 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  1/1/52 
Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31/12/52 


Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

I 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

30 

12 

14 

3 

33 

14 

11 

5 

AGE  PERIOD 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

1  . 

Pul.  Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  j  F. 

0-1 

2-5 

2 

2 

6-10 

1 

11-15 

16-20 

2 

21-25 

2 

1 

26-35 

5 

2 

36-45 

3 

46-55 

1 

1 

1 

56-65 

1 

66  and  upwards 

Age  unknown 

Total 

10* 

6* 

3 

2 

1 

2 

*  Three  of  these  are  not  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  but  transfers  from  other  areas 
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HOUSING 


Total  houses  in  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4685 

Accommodation  on  ex-W.D.  Camp  sites  ...  ...  17 

Total  Council  housing  units  provided  ...  ...  ...  696 

Council  houses  built  post-war  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

Council  houses  built  in  1944  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Under  construction  31/12/52  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

No.  of  families  on  housing  list  ...  ...  ...  ...  965* 

Private  enterprise  (completed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(under  construction)  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


*  A  number  of  applications  have  been  duplicated  where  applicants  require 
to  be  considered  for  more  than  one  parish.  The  number  of  individual 
applicants  is  approximately  600. 

STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 

1 

10 
5 
5 
3 
1 
3 
3 


ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES,  etc. 

Number  of  informal  notices  and  letters  ... 

Statutory  Notices  abated 
Statutory  Notices  outstanding 

Abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.,  on  service  of  informal 
notice  ... 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA 
Notifiable  infectious  disease  investigations  and/or  fumigations  22 


Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Milk  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Subsequent  visits  regarding  housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  378 

Housing  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Provision  of  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 

Drainage  matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  478 

Well  water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

Dirty  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Tips .  65 

Ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Caravans  or  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Temporary  structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 


1209 

23 

2 

248 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  75 — Provision  of  dustbins  .!. 

„  „  „  „  Sec.  93 — Statutory  nuisances  ... 

»  „  „  „  Sec.  39— Drainage  . 

„  „  „  „  Sec.  138 — Water  supply  . 

„  „  „  „  Sec.  44 — Insufficient  closet  accommodation 

„  „  „  „  Sec.  83— Filthy  premises 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  11 — Demolition  orders  operative 

„  „  „  Sec.  12 — Closing  orders  for  part  of  buildings  ... 
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SAMPLING 


Well  water  supplies  (bacteriological)- 

Satisfactory  samples  . 

Doubtful 
Unsatisfactory  ... 


7 

11 

22 


Total 


40 


Ice-cream  (bacteriological) 
Provisonal  Grade  1 

2 

99  99  ^ 

3 

99  99  ^ 

4 

ii  * 


8 

4 

4 

2 


18 


Total 


18 


FOOD  &  DRUGS  (MILK  DAIRIES  &  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT, 

1950 

SECTION  8 


Pasteurised  milk 

Total  No.  of 
Samples 
*6 

No.  Positive 
Nil 

Tuberculin  tested 

(Pasteurised) 

milk 

5 

Nil 

“  Tuberculin  tested 

*  milk  ... 

... 

6 

Nil 

“  Accredited  ”  and 

non-graded 

milk 
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6 

Results  of  Investigations  of  Tubercle-infected  Milk  Supplies 

DURING  THE  YEAR,  1952 

Cases  found  on  Cases  reported 
routine  sampling  by  neighouring 
in  the  County  County  Authorities 


No.  of  investigations 

5 

1 

No.  of  cows  examined  ... 

77 

9 

No.  of  milk  samples  for  diagnos¬ 

9 

tic  purposes 

29 

2 

No.  of  cows  slaughtered  under 

Tuberculosis  Order 

3 

■ — ■ 

No.  of  cows  removed  from  herds 
during  investigations  which  may 

have  been  infected 

4 

— 

The  six  positive  samples  gave  rise  to  five  herd  investigations,  the  reason 
for  what  appears  to  be  a  discrepancy  being  that  two  samples  were  taken 
from  one  herd  in  rather  exceptional  circumstances. 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS  (PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936) 

Site  licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Licences  authorising  persons  to  station  movable  dwellings  7 
Refusals  to  grant  a  licence  in  respect  of  a  movable  dwell¬ 
ing  or  site  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Business 

No.  of  properties  inspected 
disregarding  further  inspec¬ 
tions 

12 

957 

104 

92 

Number  of  infected  proper¬ 
ties  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority  disregarding  fur¬ 
ther  treatments  . 

6 

305 

10 

NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION  &  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

A  modern  vehicle,  staffed  by  four  men,  is  engaged  full-time  on  the  col¬ 
lection  of  night  soil,  free  of  charge,  from  nearly  1,000  properties  in  the 
district. 

A  cesspool-emptying  vehicle,  with  two  men,  is  on  call  for  the  emptying 
of  cesspools  at  a  charge  of  25s.  per  load  of  up  to  800  gallons. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in¬ 
spections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu¬ 

piers 

prosecu¬ 

ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

8 

4 

2 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

70 

47 

14 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 
excluding  outworkers’  premises 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . 

79 

51 

16 

Nil 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

which 

e 

Particulars 

T3 

C 

3 

O 

Pi 

Remedied 

Referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of  cases  in 
prosecutions  wer 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) . 

2 

2 

— - 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

2 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relating  to  outwork) 

3 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Total  . 

12 

11 

2 

3 

— 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


I  referred  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  fact  that  the  Alcester  Rural  District 
Council  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  was  well  under  way  and  that,  by  the 
end  of  1952,  the  30  miles  of  main-laying  would  be  completed.  The  forecast 
was  correct.  All  that  then  remained  to  be  done  was  the  construction  of 
two  reservoirs,  with  a  total  capacity  of  300,000  gallons  and,  of  course,  the 
various  small  details  which  need  to  be  attended  to  in  any  contract. 

At  30th  June,  1953,  the  construction  of  the  reservoirs  had  been  com¬ 
pleted,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  supply  will  be  in  operation  long  before 
these  words  are  read. 

Some  pride  may  be  taken  in  the  fact  that  Alcester  Rural  District  Council 
has  achieved  an  aim  which  has  been  actively  pursued  since  1944,  i.e.  to 
provide  for  the  use  of  the  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  a  pure,  plentiful 
and  potable  water  supply,  with  adequate  mains  pressure  at  the  tap. 


Over  90%  of  the  populace  is  supplied  as  under : 


Parish 

Alcester 

W.W.Co. 

East 

Worcs. 

W.W.Co. 

Bidford 

Scheme 

Stratford  Not  served  as  at 
R.D.C.  3rd  December, 
Scheme  1951 

Alcester 

2500 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Arrow 

300 

— 

— 

— 

-  V 

Aston  Cantlow 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

400 

Bidford 

— 

— 

2000 

— 

— 

Coughton  ... 

— 

215 

— 

— 

— 

Exhall 

— 

— 

135 

40 

— 

Great  Alne... 

350 

— 

— 

— 

40  Little  Alne 

Haselor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

230 

Kinwarton ... 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Morton  Bagot 

— 

75 

— 

— 

— 

Oldberrow  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75 

Oversley 

300 

— 

— 

— 

100 

Salford  Priors 

— 

— 

900 

— 

— 

Sambourne 

— 

650 

— 

— 

100  Sambourne  & 
Middletown 

Spernall 

— 

50 

— 

— 

— 

Studley 

— 

4000 

— 

— 

— 

Weethley  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Wixford 

— 

— 

142 

— 

— 

Wilmcote  ... 

— 

— 

— 

600 

— 

3495 

4990 

3177 

640 

970 

The  three  main  sources  of  water  in  use  during  1952  were: 

(a)  East  Worcestershire  Water  Company's  supply  from  the  Bunter  Sandstone, 

which  provides  a  very  potable  supply,  and  serves  the  northern  areas  ; 
this  Council  being  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  the  water. 

(b)  The  late  Alcester  Waterworks  Company's  supply  (now  owned  by  the 

Council)  is  derived  from  gravel  deposits  and  from  a  marl  fissure.  The 
Alcester  water  is  excessively  hard  for  a  potable  supply,  with  rather  more 
than  100  parts  per  100,000  total  hardness,  or  70  degrees  (Clark's).  The 
Alcester  and  Great  Alne  areas  are  within  the  limits  of  this  scheme’s 
supply. 
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(c)  The  Dunnington  supply  for  the  parishes  of  Bidford  and  Salford  Priors 
was  brought  into  use  by  the  Council  after  the  1933  -  34  drought,  and 
uses  water  from  superficial  gravel  deposits  between  Dunnington  and 
Broom.  The  water  is  moderately  hard.  This  supply  has  been  augmented 
recently,  consequent  upon  an  increase  in  supply  area,  and  a  need  to 
guard  against  summer  shortages. 

A  small  quantity  of  water  is  taken  in  bulk  from  Stratford  R.D.C. 
supply,  in  order  to  service  the  village  of  Wilmcote. 

The  water  is  from  boreholes  to  the  east  of  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
sunk  into  the  Keuper  sandstone. 

Purity  of  Existing  Supplies 

All  existing  main  supplies  reach  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity.  The 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  chlorination  of  the  public  water  supplies 
derived  from  sources  within  the  area,  and  samples  are  taken  both  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 

Plumbo  Solvency 

Tnere  is  little  risk  of  lead  intake  from  the  water  supplied  in  this  area. 

SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Although  the  townships,  villages  and  hamlets  within  the  district  possess 
drainage  systems,  purification  to  a  modern  standard  is  carried  out  in  the  two 
largest  areas  only,  namely  Alcester  and  Studley.  In  the  three  townships  of 
Alcester,  Studley  and  Bidford-on-Avon  the  main  shortcomings  in  the  sewer¬ 
age  arrangements,  apart  from  inadequate  sewers  in  places,  are :  (a)  Alcester 
inadequate  falls  with  relatively  poor  self-cleansing  ;  (b)  Studley,  the  restricted 
area  served  ;  (c)  Bidford,  lack  of  treatment. 

Comprehensive  Sewerage  Scheme 

The  Council  has  received  from  its  Consulting  Engineers  a  scheme  for 
sewering — and  treatment  of  sewage — from  the  majority  of  the  premises  in 
the  district.  The  cost  of  the  work  would  be  much  greater  than  the  £150,000 
Comprehensive  Water  Scheme. 

Ministry  approval  to  the  sewerage  scheme  is  being  sought,  and  nego¬ 
tiations  have  taken  place  with  the  District  Valuer  for  the  land  required. 

Drainage  of  Housing  Sites 

Where  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  approved,  connection  of  drainage  to 
existing  sewers  has  taken  place,  to  avoid  nuisance  from  small — and  not 
always  well  sited — appendix  K  sewage  works. 

At  Aston  Cantlow,  Broom,  Marlcliff,  Coughton  and  Sambourne  housing 
sites  small  purification  works  have  been  provided. 

New  Disposal  Works 

Some  small  extensions  to  sewers  are  envisaged  in  early  course,  and  it 
is  hoped  to  improve  sewage  treatment  in  certain  villages  where  it  may  be 
some  time  before  a  link-up  is  effected  with  the  proposed  mains  of  the 
comprehensive  scheme. 

A  sewerage  system  for  the  village  of  Wilmcote  has  been  drawn  up  and 
submitted  for  Ministerial  approval.  The  Public  Inquiry  is  awaited  but, 
meanwhile,  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  provide  additional  trench  irrigation  in 
an  endeavour  to  lessen  the  existing  nuisance. 
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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

of 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
H.  C.  Cooper,  M.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Sanitary  Inspector 
D.  P.  Carpenter,  A.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 


Area  of  District  (acres)  ... 
Population  (estimated)  . . . 

Rateable  Value . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ... 


53,339 

7J70 

£42,313 

£166 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  .  7,770 

Live  Births 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  64  65  129 

Illegitimate  .  2  6  8 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  17.6  (15.3)* 

Stillbirths 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  2  —  2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  0.2  (0.35)* 

Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 

63  41  104 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  13.4  (11.3)* 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  3  3 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Causes  of  Death 

Haemorrhagic  pneumonia  (i)  cerebral  haemorrhage  (ii)  ...  1 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningocele  and  hydrocephalus  ...  ...  .  1 

*  Corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  . ;  . 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

Other  infectious  Diseases  . 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

3 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus  . 

5 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast . 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  other  organs . 

6 

6 

Leukaemia  . 

— 

— 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

4 

6 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

12 

2 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

1 

Other  Heart  Diseases . 

21 

10 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

2 

4 

Influenza  . 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum  . 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhaea . 

— 

2 

Nephritis,  Nephrosis  ... 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

— 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  . 

4 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

1 

1 

All  other  Accidents  . 

1 

1 

Suicide . 

— 

— 

Homicide,  Operations  of  War  . 

— 

— 

47 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  District 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  1/1/52 
Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31/12/52 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

t 

AGE  PERIOD 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

2-5 

1 

1 

i 

6-10 

1 

11-15 

16-20 

21-25 

1 

26-35 

1 

2 

36-45 

46-55 

56-65 

66  and  upwards 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

Total 

2* 

3* 

1 

2 

1 

1 

*  Two  of  these  are  not  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  but  transfers  from  other  areas 


Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

17 

8 

8 

5 

14 

9 

9 

3 
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HOUSING 


Total  number  of  dwellings  (including  farms,  etc.)  ...  2810 
Number  of  Council  houses  at  31/ 12/51  ...  ...  391 

Built  since  war  .  161 

In  course  of  erection  at  31/12/51  .  47 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Public  Health  Act ,  1936  Housing  Act,  1936 

Statutory  .  4  Statutory  6  Sec.  1 1 

Informal  .  49  Informal  .  1 

GENER-AL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

The  majority  of  cottage  property  in  the  area  is  old  and  falls  far  short  of 
the  modern  standard  of  fitness.  The  rentals  are  extremely  low  and  cannot 
be  raised  owing  to  the  operation  of  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts,  Owners  are, 
therefore,  reluctant  to  undertake  major  works  of  repair  or  improvement. 
As  statutory  action  would,  in  many  cases,  entail  action  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  the  Council  are  reluctant  to  deal  with  other  than 
extreme  cases,  owing  to  difficulties  in  re-housing.  Some  use  is  made  of  the 
limited  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and,  in  several  cases,  new 
owner-occupiers  have  carried  out  improvements.  Progress  in  dealing  with 
existing  properties  is  bound  to  be  retarded  and  slow  until  the  Rent  Acts 
are  revised. 

Property  owners  have  made  little  use  of  the  financial  aid  available  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  partly  due  to  extremely  high 
building  costs  and  partly  due  to  owners  being  unaware  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act. 

The  Council’s  programme  for  the  erection  of  Council  houses  is  being 
carried  out  with  all  possible  speed,  and  private  building  is  being  given  every 
encouragement. 

Due  regard  has  been  paid,  when  letting  new  houses,  to  the  existing 
housing  conditions  of  the  applicants — several  occupiers  of  property — on 
which  statutory  action  under  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11,  was  proposed, 
have  been  re-housed,  and  many  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  relieved. 


FOOD  &  DRUGS  (MILK  DAIRIES  &  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT, 

1950 

SECTION  8 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  Year,  1952 


Pasteurised  milk  . 

Total  No.  of 
Samples 

No.  Positive 

“  Tuberculin  tested  (Pasteurised)  ” 
milk 

“Tuberculin  tested”  milk  ... 

15 

_ 

“  Accredited  ”  and  non-graded  milk 

52 

3 
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Results  of  Investigations  of  Tubercle-infected  Milk  Supplies 

DURING  THE  YEAR,  1952 

Cases  found  on  Cases  reported 
routine  sampling  by  neighouring 
in  the  County  County  Authorities 


No.  of  investigations  .  3 

No.  of  cows  examined  ...  ...  55 

No.  of  milk  samples  for  diagnos¬ 
tic  purposes  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  cows  slaughtered  under 

Tuberculosis  Order  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  cows  removed  from  herds 
during  investigations  which 
may  have  been  infected  ...  3 


FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  slaughter  and  inspection  of  food  animals  is  carried  out  at  the  central 
abattoir  in  Stratford-upon-Avon.  From  time  to  time  visits  are  made  to  the 
retailers’  shops  and  examinations  made. 

Regular  inspection  of  other  foodstuffs  is  carried  out  and  condemnation 
certificates  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  75  tins  of  various  foodstuffs, 
10  x  14  lbs.  tinned  hams  and  34|  lbs.  cheese. 

Ice-cream 

The  majority  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  sell  only 
ice-cream  in  pre-packed  containers.  No  difficulties  have  been  experienced 
with  these  retailers,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  with 
regard  to  unclean  handling  or  utensils. 

Three  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream — two  by 
cold  mix  and  one  by  heat  treatment. 

Public-houses,  Bakehouses  &  Catering  Establishments 

Further  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
cleansing  facilities  and  sanitary  accommodation  of  public-houses,  bake¬ 
houses,  catering  establishments,  etc. 

Only  five  inns  now  require  alteration  out  of  a  total  of  31.  Of  these  five, 
minor  works  only  are  required  to  three  premises  and  major  works  to  two 
premises.  Work  has  been  agreed  at  the  three  premises  where  minor  altera¬ 
tions  only  are  needed,  and  at  one  where  major  works  are  required. 

With  regard  to  bakehouses,  one  bakehouse  has  been  closed  during  the 
year  and  one  is  now  in  the  process  of  major  alteration.  Further  improve¬ 
ments  will  be  made  as  soon  as  the  district  water  scheme  has  been  installed. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 
General 

( 

The  Rural  District  is  situate  in  the  valley  of  the  Stour  and  lies  upon 
the  Middle  and  Lower  Lias  clay.  The  low  hills  surrounding  the  area  are 
capped  with  Oolite  limestone,  and  it  is  from  this,  and  such  superficial 
deposits  which  occur  in  the  clay,  that  the  area  obtains  its  water  supply.  The 
catchment  areas  are  small  and  shallow,  and  the  flow  of  water  from  the 
springs  is  small.  Yields  vary  considerably  with  the  season  and,  in  many  of 
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the  villages,  the  supplies  are  short,  or  even  non-existent,  in  the  dry  period 
of  each  year. 

The  principal  water  system  is  that  supplying  the  small  township  of 
Shipston-on-Stour  and  three  adjoining  hamlets,  where  a  minimum  yield  of 
40,000  gallons  per  day  serves  a  population  of  some  1,800  persons.  A  stand¬ 
pipe  system  serves  the  villages  of  Halford,  Oxhill  and  Whatcote,  but  is  so 
badly  overloaded  that  shortages  are  frequent  the  whole  year  round.  The 
remaining  villages  are  much  worse  off,  depending  upon  local  springs  or 
wells  yielding  from  a  few  hundreds  to  5,000  gallons  per  day.  It  can  readily 
be  seen  that,  whilst  the  District  Council  have  made  full  use  of  almost  every 
drop  of  water  that  is  available,  the  supply  situation  is  becoming  more 
desperate  every  year.  The  health  of  the  people  is  endangered  by  the  quality 
of  the  water,  and  shortage  renders  progress  in  sanitary  amenities  almost 
impossible.  The  Council  are  unable  to  enforce  the  conditions  imposed  in 
the  Water  Act  and,  in  many  villages,  new  houses  cannot  be  erected  as  no 
water  supply  is  available. 


Quality  a 

During  the  year  further  steps  were  taken  to  analyse  and  examine  the 
various  sources  of  water  in  the  area  and,  whilst  it  was  known  that  many 
of  them  yielded  water  of  doubtful  character,  the  reports  showed  that  condi¬ 
tions  were  even  worse  than  was  expected.  The  results  gave  rise  to  grave 
concern  for  the  health  of  the  population. 


Analysis  of  Water  Supplies 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  various 
samples  of  water  taken  in  the  district : 


Liable  to 


Supply 

Public  Piped 

Sample 

No. 

Satisfactory 

Pollution 

U  nsatisfactory 

(untreated)  ... 

Bact. 

40 

15 

9 

16 

99  99 

Chem. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Public  Piped 
(treated) 
Public  Wells 

Bact. 

5 

5 

— 

— 

(untreated)  ... 
Private 

Bact. 

16 

2 

4 

10 

(untreated)  ... 

Bact. 

23 

5 

6 

12 

Total 

... 

85 

27 

19 

39 

Plumbo  Solvency 

Water  supplies  in  the  area  are  not  considered  to  be  plumbo  solvent. 


Action  in  Respect  of  Contamination 

Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  chlorinate  certain  of  the  supplies,  and 
posters  and  handbills  were  set  up  advising  the  boiling  of  all  water  for 
domestic  consumption.  As  careful  a  watch  as  is  practicable  is  being  kept 
upon  the  supplies,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  expedite  the  Compre¬ 
hensive  Water  Scheme. 
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SUPPLIED  WITH  WATER  FROM  PUBLIC  MAINS 


Parish  Houses  Esti-  Houses  Popu-  Houses  Popu- 


mated  Laid-on 

lation 

S.P. 

lation  Rinks 

Barchester,  Barcheston 

10 

Popu¬ 

lation 

30 

4 

17 

1 

3 

Willington 

26 

98 

18 

68 

7 

26 

— 

Barton-on-the-Heath 

39 

131 

6 

22 

15 

57 

— 

Brailes,  Brailes  . . . 

247 

742 

68 

203 

144 

443 

— 

Winderton 

25 

75 

— 

— 

3 

10 

Private 

Burmington 

38 

126 

5 

18 

16 

61 

— 

Butlers  Marston  ... 

71 

192 

14 

36 

47 

127 

— 

Cherington . 

70 

220 

4 

12 

10 

30 

-  - 

Compton  Wynyates 

8 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private 

Great  Wolford 

42 

126 

22 

64 

18 

50  Private 

Halford  . 

92 

258 

57 

148 

33 

102 

— 

Honington 

61 

220 

36 

138 

11 

44 

— 

Idlicote  . 

32 

93 

17 

37 

5 

15 

— 

llmington . 

203 

620 

74 

222 

70 

212 

— 

Little  Compton  . . . 

100 

296 

6 

20 

40 

120 

— 

Little  Wolford 

41 

153 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private 

Long  Compton 

188 

578 

104 

321 

43 

130 

— 

Oxhill  . 

69 

167 

46 

107 

10 

25 

— 

Pillerton  Hersey  ... 

36 

93 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private 

Pillerton  Priors 

43 

113 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

Private 

Shipston-on-Stour 

465 

1471 

376 

1132 

81 

245 

— 

Stretton-on-Fosse . . . 

106 

.  263 

21 

51 

36 

93 

— 

Stourton  . 

39 

121 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Private 

Sutton-under-Brailes 

40 

106 

— 

— 

15 

45 

— 

Tidmington 

13 

58 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private 

Tredington,  Armscote 

51 

134 

— 

• _ 

— 

— 

Private 

Blackwell 

50 

138 

— 

— > 

— 

— 

Private 

Darlingscote... 

41 

121 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private 

Newbold 

98 

268 

— 

— 

80 

223 

— 

Tredington 

87 

250 

18 

58 

50 

147 

Private 

Tysoe  . 

246 

758 

124 

387 

88 

284 

— 

Whatcote . 

28 

81 

18 

51 

7 

20 

— 

Whichford,  Whichford 

80 

217 

10 

25 

20 

50 

— 

Ascott 

15 

52 

8 

28 

4 

17 

— 

SEWERAGE 

Full  sewerage  systems  operate  for  the  small  town  of  Shipston-on-Stour 
and  for  the  village  of  Honington.  The  remaining  villages  depend  upon 
simple  drainage  to  land  treatment  or  irrigation.  In  some  of  the  villages 
small  sections  are  sewered  to  miniature  disposal  works.  The  Council  take 
all  possible  steps  to  minimize  the  amount  of  nuisance  existing,  but  little 
effective  work  can  be  done  until  the  area  is  sewered.  Extensions  of  sewers 
to  serve  freshly  developed  land  have  been  made  in  Shipston-on-Stour,  and 
small  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  designed  and  constructed  to  serve 
housing  sites. 

The  Council  have  instructed  their  consulting  engineers  to  prepare  a 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  group  of  villages  comprising  Upper  and  Lower 
Brailes,  Sutton-under-Brailes,  Stourton  and  Cherington.  Instructions  have 
also  been  given  for  a  scheme  to  be  prepared  to  sewer  Stretton-on-Fosse. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  operate  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and 
a  full-time  Rodent  Operative  has  been  appointed.  The  area  has  been 
completely  surveyed  and  treatments  carried  out  as  deemed  necessary.  The 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  Pest  Department  has  co-operated  in 
dealing  with  farm  properties,  and  information  regarding  infestations  and 
treatments  is  exchanged.  The  principal  difficulty  in  operating  a  scheme, 
especially  from  the  rural  standpoint,  is  the  amount  of  time  which  must  be 
taken  up  by  full  treatments.  Rats  will  not  be  eliminated  until  either  more 


speedy  methods  of  treatment  are 

devised,  or  a 

larger  number  of 

operatives 

employed. 

Details  of  the  work 

is  set  out  hereunder : 

Local 

Dwelling 

Agricultural 

Business 

Authority 

Houses 

Holdings 

Premises 

Total  No.  of  properties 
Total  No.  of  inspec¬ 

9 

2,450 

450.J 

373 

tions  made  ... 

Total  No.  of  separate 

47 

3,443 

500 

374 

infestations  ... 

19 

154 

62* 

28 

Treatments  by  L.A.  ... 
No.  of  notices  served 

19 

93 

25 

19 

Sec.  4  treatment  (in¬ 
formal)  . 

— 

5 

16 

In  addition  to  these  three  “  Block  Control 

”  schemes  have  been  carried 

out. 


A  number  of  rats  were  picked  up  as  a  result  of  treatment  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

*  This  figure  does  not  include  farms  where  the  A.E.C.  hold  contracts  for 
pest  control. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in¬ 
spections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu¬ 

piers 

prosecu¬ 

ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
l  ocal  Authorities  . 

16 

11 

3 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

39 

21 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  (excluding  outworkers’  pre¬ 
mises)  . 

36 

91 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . 

91 

123 

5 

Nil 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

1  1 

which 

e 

Particulars 

Found 

|  Remedied 

Referred  to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of  cases  in 
prosecutions  wer 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

5 

5 

[ 

2 

— 
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